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Decenmber 22, 2000
Dear Permt Hol der:
This letter is to notify you of inportant changes to the
regul ati ons governi ng GCear Restricted Areas (GRAs) that were devel oped
to reduce scup bycatchin Md-Atlantic snmall-mesh fisheries, andto

notify you of two technical changes to the landing limts in the
Atl antic mackerel, squid and butterfish fisheries.

The fol | owi ng changes becone ef fecti ve on Decenber 23, 2000:

1) The GRAs that were established in the Md-Atlantic Bight are
nodi fied in size and | ocation (see attachnent);

2) The smal |l -mesh Atl antic mackerel fishery is exenpt fromthe GRA
requi rements in all of the GRAs; and

3) The small-mesh Loligo squid fishery is exenpt from the GRA
requi rements through Decenber 31, 2000.

The coordi nates and ti ne peri ods of the new GRAs are provi ded bel ow.
A map depicting these GRAs is al so attached.

Northern Gear Restricted Area | (Novenmber 1 to Decenber 31)

Poi nt N. |at. W _ | ong.

NGA 1 41 00" 71E 00"

NGA 2 41E 00" 71E 30"

NGA 3 40E 00" 72E 40"

NGA 4 40E 00" 72E 05"

NGA 5 41 00" 71E 00"

Northern Gear Restricted Area Il (Decenber 1 to January 31)
Poi nt N. |at. W 1| ong.

NGA 6 40 00" 71E 40"

NGA 7 40E 00" 72E 10"

NGA 8 39E 00" 73E 09"

NGA 9 39E 00" 72E 50"

NGA 10 40 00" 71E 40"

Sout hern Gear Restricted Area (January 1 to April 30)
Poi nt N. |at. W 1| ong.

SGA 1 39E 00" 72E 50"

SGA 2 39 11" 72E 58"

SGA 3 38E 00" 74E 05"

SGA 4 38E 00" 73E 57"

SGA 5 39 00" 72E 50"




The foll owi ng technical nodificationstothelandinglimtsinthe
squi d, mackerel and butterfish fisheries will becone effective on
January 27, 2001:

1) When the directed fisheries for Atlantic mackerel, Lol i go squid,
Il ex squid, and butterfish are cl osed, vessels with appropriate
fishingpermtswll beallowedtolandtheincidental all owance only
one ti me per cal endar day. For exanple, federally permtted vessels
may | and only one i ncidental catch al |l owance of Lol i go squid (2,500 Ib)
per cal endar day after the directed fishery has been cl osed.

2) The incidental allowance in the squid, mackerel and butterfish
fisheries are now defined as possessionlimts. Therefore, it is
unl awful for any personto take, retain, possess, or | and nore t hanthe
al l owed possession limts established for these fisheries.

Finally, effective January 27, 2001, t he procedure for establishing
exenptions to the GRAs will be nodified. The new procedure now
requires the Md-Atl antic Council to nake exenpti on recomendations to
t he Nort heast Regi onal Adm ni strator using the framework adj ust nent
process established in the Fishery Managenent Pl an for the Sumrer
Fl ounder, Scup, and Bl ack Sea Bass Fi sheries. Thiswll allowfor
greater public participationinthe decisionprocessandwll| require
adequat e supporting rationale for any exenption request.

For further information please call 978-281-9278.

Si ncerely,

S A LY

Patricia A. Kurkul,
Regi onal Adm ni strator

At t achment
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Area 1 from Nov 1-Dec 31, Area 2 1
from Dec 1-Jan 31, and Area 3 from Jan 1-April 30 T
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